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Sunday, December 27, 2020
Proto-Martyr Stephen the Archdeacon &
Sunday After the Nativity of Christ
Tone 4

Eothinon 7
Commemorations: Commemoration of Joseph the Betrothed, David the Prophet and King, and James the
brother of the Lord

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the
Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples,
saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from
the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF THE SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a
Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst
worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save
our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. STEPHEN IN TONE FOUR
The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy head * because of the contests that thou
hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; * for when thou hadst censured the

Jews’ madness, thou sawest * Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the Father. * O Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls.
Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR
On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the earth
doth offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He Who existed * before
the ages as God.
EPISTLE:
His voice has gone out into all the earth.
The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (6:8-7:5, 47-60)
n those days, Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of
the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed
with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then
they secretly instigated men, who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon
him and seized him and brought him before the council, and set up false witnesses who said, “This
man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and will change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an
angel. The high priest said, “Is this so?” And Stephen said: “Brethren and fathers, hear me. The
God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in
Haran, and said to him, ‘Depart from your land and from your kindred and go into the land which
I will show you.’ Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and lived in Haran. And after
his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living; yet he gave
him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him in possession and
to his posterity after him, though he had no child. But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.
Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is My
throne, and earth My footstool. What house will you build for Me’, says the Lord, ‘or what is the
place of My rest? Did not My hand make all these things?’ You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised
in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the
prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the
coming of the Righteous One, Whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they grinded their teeth against him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold,
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried
out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out
of the city and stoned him; and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he
knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he
had said this, he fell asleep.
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GOSPEL:
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)

W

hen the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I
tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and took
the Child and His mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called
My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious
rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two
years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no
more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the
Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might
be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
HOLY BREAD
Holy Bread is oﬀered for the health and welfare of George, Brigitte, Katrina and all members of
the Geier, Weber, Ferren families, all Covid victims, their families, and all St. George parishioners.

In loving memory of Catherine (24 yrs) & Adam, John & Katherina, Lorenz & Katherine, Lucien,
Phillipe & Suzanne and all departed members of St. George Parish.

W

ELCOME to all our guests and visitors. We are delighted to have you visiting and worshipping with us this morning and hope that you return soon. We invite you to participate
in the Divine Liturgy, but, sadly, due to the divisions in Christianity, only bap-

tized/chrismated members of the Orthodox Church who have made their Confession
before an Orthodox priest and prepared themselves by fasting may receive Holy
Communion. Please come forward after Liturgy to venerate the Cross and partake of the
Antidoron-Holy Bread. Please turn oﬀ your cell phones and all electronic devices.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please pray for Jeﬀrey Brown, Helen Katsampes, James Awada Sr., Lowell Colliander, Elizabeth
Swanson, Nick Dragich, Lorraine Hartwig, Ethen Leﬀ, Elizabeth Henry, Boulos Bitar, James and
Emily, Corrie Fox, Lauretta Villareal, Genevieve Lehnen, Jim Etoll, Michael Etoll, Dwight Johnson, George & Ellie Saba, Anna Windsor, Peter Haﬁz, Fr. Duane, John and John Etoll, Wally,
Maria, Allen, Nick, Jackson & Hunter Golden, Yasmin Kakish, Carol Haddad, Camille Goll, Kh.
Vergin Khoury, Margaret Boalbey, Norm Holmes, Phyllis Hodge, Lamese McDowell, Edgard
Siouﬀy, Berhane Haliemichael, Fr. Dan & Eileen Simon, Joseph Kammeyer, Marilyn Perry, Nancy
Maker, Alan & Mary Poulsen, Natalie Mozey, Sarah Vanlerberghe, Mervat & Abigail Lotfalla,
Samira Shehata.
If you are ill or having surgery and wish to be remembered in the Liturgy and daily prayers
of the priest, please contact Fr. Mangels.

BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENT PROCEDURE

ANY announcement in the weekly bulletin and Newsletter is subject to approval by Fr. Mangels/and the Council. It is important to notify Brigitte by e-mail (bgkstgeorge@gmail.com) or

phone with all your bulletin information by NOON Wednesday of the week before you oﬀer the
Holy Bread in order to print the bulletin in a timely manner. January Newsletter Deadline:

1/21/2021.

Think About It: Shun the praise of men and love the one, who in fear of the Lord, reprimands
you. St. Pachomius the Great (+348)
HOLY BREAD LIST
Dec. 31, Rudquist
Evening Divine Liturgy for St. Basil 6:30pm)
Jan. 03,
Jan. 05, Jubran/Percy Epiphany Hierarchical Evening Divine Liturgy (6:30pm)

To schedule Holy Bread and/or memorial, contact Joan Alevizos (651-453-1894). It is completely
proper to oﬀer more than one memorial or Holy Bread on the same Sunday. Coﬀee hour, due to
the restrictions of the Covid-19 pandemic, has been suspended in the Parish Hall.
CONDOLENCES
We want to express our sympathy and condolences to HabteTeclehaimanot on the falling asleep in
the Lord of his father, Tsegezeab, in Eritrea last Wednesday. May the God of all comfort wipe
away every tear of sadness and grant rest to the soul of his servant Tsegezeab. Memory eternal!

THANK YOU!
I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and to thank you for the
kind gifts at Christmas time and throughout the year. I so appreciate your kindness and generosity.
May the Lord richly bless you and your families now and throughout the New Year!
Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Right Reverend Archimandrite John Mangels, pastor

THIS WEEK AT ST. GEORGE
UPCOMING SERVICE
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, December 31, Evening Divine Liturgy for St. Basil 6:30pm
Saturday, January 2, Great Vespers at 5:00pm
Sunday, January 3, Orthros at 9:00am
Sunday, January 3, Divine Liturgy at 10:00am
Tuesday, January 5, Evening Divine Liturgy for Epiphany at 6:30pm

ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING CHURCH SERVICES, ETC.

Governor Waltz issued an Emergency Executive Order regarding the use of face masks in Church.
From now until we hear otherwise, Face Masks shall be used in Church. Please refer to the Update, sent out on Friday, July 24 for more information. As the Governor said, if someone is not
wearing a mask we must assume they have a reason and not make a scene and certainly not shame
people. ois is the House of God.
With the new directives from Metropolitan Joseph and the Emergency Executive Order 2062 of Governor Waltz, we have been allowed to increase the number of people attending Divine
Services to 25% of capacity with people wearing masks and practicing social distancing. Please
go online to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0444A8AC23ABF85-stgeorge to sign up for
the Services. We have 50 slots available for each Service. PLEASE DO NOT SIGN UP FOR TWO
SUNDAYS IN A ROW. We must let people come back to the Church. Look on the signup sheet

early on Sunday morning and if there is room, then you can sign up again. oe Services continue
to be available via Livestreaming on YouTube thanks to the eﬀorts of Heath Nelson, Mike Varian
and James Baker!
oose who might be afraid to come back to Church in a larger setting can sign up to receive
Holy Communion after all Services. We are able to have small gatherings at the Church as long as
masks are used and social distancing is observed. We still do not have permission to use the Parish
Hall for Coﬀee Hours, etc. If you have any questions, concerns, or needs, please contact Father
John Mangels at 303-520-0981 or ajammn@aol.com.
Our St. George Bookstore is online! Our bookstore offers an array of quality Orthodox Christian
books, icons, jewelry, music, and gifts. Visit our store online and discover the richness and beauty
of our Orthodox faith. Go to https://bit.ly/2UHrUno and start shopping! Contact Deb Korluka at
612-889-5868 for pricing and to place your order. Arrangements will be made for payment and
pickup at St. George Church. Quantities are limited. Your support of our bookstore is greatly
appreciated.
We are so grateful to Deb Korluka, Vicky Michaels and Brigitte Khoury for all of their
work and effort in this special ministry of our bookstore!

ST GEORGE CALENDARS

We would like to thank Icon Art Studios for once again providing us with calendars for the New
Year, 2021. They are located on the table by the coke machine. Please help yourself!
Think about it: Our faith is right (correct, Orthodox), and starts from the teaching of the Apostles
and the tradition of the Fathers, being confirmed both by the New Testament and the Old. St. Athanasios the Great of Alexandria (+373)

STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES

Your Stewardship envelopes are available on the table by the coke machine. Please take yours!
THE CHURCH FATHERS SPEAK—Nor does this JESUS bear his Name as a vain and empty
image, as other men have done in time past; in him it is not the shadow of a great name, but the
truth. The Evangelist bears witness that this Name was truly given him from heaven, Which was
so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. See the depth of meaning in this
saying. After JESUS was born, he was called JESUS by men, but he was so named of the angel before
he was conceived in the womb. In fact, he is the Saviour of both angel and man; but of man since
the Incarnation, of the angel since the beginning of creation.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon me!

ICON ART STUDIOS

Icon Art Studios is offering Virtual Icon classes hosted by Wet Paint, www.wetpaintart.com. Click
the link and go to “events & classes” for further information or send an inquiry to Deb
at akorluka@aol.com to obtain detailed information about session 1, 2 and 3. Virtual classes will
take place Wednesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 starting January 13th, session1, starting February
10th session 2, and starting March 20th, Saturdays from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, session 3.

AID TO SYRIA FOR FIRE RELIEF

Because we have many people in our archdiocese who come from these areas, the Archdiocese
have received several requests for help and also requests from those here as to how they can help.
As such, if you have individuals in your parish who would like to give or if you would like to help
as a parish, please direct your funds to the archdiocese and we will get the money to Syria to
help our people in there. Even our own government in the United States, that has imposed crippling

sanctions on Syria, is allowing emergency aid given the humanitarian disaster that is taking place.
Please mark you offering as “Syria”.

CHURCH SUPPORT DURING THIS TIME

oank you so much for your continued support of your parish during this time! We are very much
aware of what a hardship this crisis is putting on people throughout the country. If you are able,
please continue to ﬁnancially support your Church during this time.
ois Sunday will be the last Sunday of 2020. If you are planning an end of the Year contribution, please have it in today so that it will be recoded on your 2020 giving statement.
oe Parish Council has approved numerous ways to donate to St. George.
1. Venmo is a free secure app that can be downloaded and installed on a mobile phone. Donors
that install the Venmo app can directly transfer money from their bank account to St. George's
Old National Bank account with no fees incurred. However, if a credit card transaction is used
by the donor, the donor will incur a 3% fee. Venmo your donation to @stgeorgeaoc. oe
church is automatically emailed a notiﬁcation of your donation.
2. From your online bank account, do an External Transfer directly to the church's Old National
Bank account. Info you will need: Routing Number 086300012 Account Number 322042. Please send an email to stewardshipstgeorge@gmail.com so that our Financial
Secretary can properly record your donation.
3. From your online bank account, schedule Bill Pay and a paper check will be written to the
church.
4. A paper check can be written and mailed to the church.
5. When you come to Church, the collection tray will not be passed. Please leave your oﬀering
in the plate on the Candle Table before or after Services.
PROFOUND THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!

HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED

If anyone, particularly our older or shut-in parishioners needs help with anything, please call either
Fr. John or George/Brigitte Khoury. We have a number of parishioners who are willing to help
with bringing food or supplies to you. It is important that we follow the guidelines that have been
given us but in an emergency or time of need, don’t hesitate to call.

AOWNA NEWS
Need last minute gifts, consider Ladies Syrian Cookbooks, $13 in the bookstore!

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR LADIES of St. George, Dec 27, 2020 07:30 PM Central Time
Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on this link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87671329186?pwd=WW4wRzRrek1lc2Qzam1EdUZGeDBCQT09
or go to zoom.com and type in the information below: Meeting ID: 876 7132 9186
Passcode: Nativity To join by phone only, dial +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) then enter
Meeting ID: 876 7132 9186 Passcode: 46428499
• January Book Club: Toolkit For Spiritual Growth: A Practical guide to Prayer,
Fasting, and Almsgiving by Fr. Evan Armatas.
The St George Ladies will be hosting a Virtual book club for our parish on January 21 at
7:00pm via zoom. All St. George members are welcome to attend! A small, concise book, this
will be a great one to read during the Lenten season. And, as we are getting ready to start a new
year, hopefully there will be new ideas for your New Year’s resolutions. Anyone who is interested
in joining us Contact Lisa Hartwig at Lihartw@aol.com or Cindy Karos at cindyzkaros@gmail.com. The book is available in the bookstore.
Patristic Wisdom: How could the human race go to God if God had not come to us? How should
we free ourselves from our birth into death if we had not been born again according to faith by a
new birth generously given by God, thanks to that which came about from the Virgin’s womb? St.
Irenaeus of Lyons (+202)

Saint Stephen, the Archdeacon and first Martyr
St. Stephen was a Jew living in the Hellenic provinces, related to the Apostle Paul and one of the first
seven deacons ordained by the Apostles to serve the Church in Jerusalem (thus making him an archdeacon). In the words of Asterias, St Stephen was "the starting point of the martyrs, the instructore of suffering for Christ, the foundation of righteous confession, since Stephen was the first to shed his blood
for the Gospel."
In the Acts of the Apostles, we read in chapter 6 that Stephen was appointed together with six others to
minister to the needs of the poor: "Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,
there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in
the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, 'It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among
you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this
business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.' And the
saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they
set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. Then the word of God
spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
were obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people." In addition to St Stephen's philanthropic labors, the Holy Spirit worked powerfully through his
faith, enabling him to perform many miracles and to defeat the Jews who disputed with him.
The Jews in their hatred of St. Stephen lied about him to the people, but St. Stephen with his face
illumined preached to the people, reminded them of the miracles God had worked through him, and
even rebuked the Jews for killing the innocent Christ.
At this point, the book of Acts tells us, the people were enraged by what they thought was blasphemy
and "gnashed their teeth" at Stephen. "But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped
their ears, and ran at him with one accord; and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as
he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep."
(Acts 7:55-60)
Soon after this, the young Jewish leader named Saul turned to Christ and became known as the Apostle
Paul).
Church tradition holds that, at the time of Stephen's martyrdom, far off on a hill at this time, stood
the Virgin Mary and St. John the Theologian who witnessed this first martyrdom for the Son of God
and prayed for him while he was being stoned.
St Stephen's martyrdom occurred about a year after the first Pentecost.
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