
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
 
Dear  Parishioners and friends of St. George Church, 
 
Greetings during this Holy Season of Lent and Happy St. Patrick's Day!  
 
On Friday and at Divine Liturgy on Sunday, I shared some important policies and 
procedures for our Parish from the Archdiocese and from our Bishop Anthony. At that 
time I suggested that we are in a rapidly developing situation. To that end, His 
Eminence has issued the following directive. With a very heavy heart I give it to you 
in its entirety. 
 
Know that I and the other Clergy are here for you and will be working to insure that you 
are taken care of in any way we can. There are some things that are beyond our control 
so we will all do the best we can. Know that I am available to you by phone (303-520-
0981) and email (ajammn@aol.com). 
 
In addition to the instruction given below, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgies and all meals 
with Services are cancelled. All of the hygiene directives from before remain in effect 
and we should practice "social distancing". 
 
And finally, while at home during the Liturgical Service, pray with those of us offering 
the Services in the Church on your behalf. Ask that the God of all comfort will alleviate 
the suffering and pain of this time so that we may once more return in joy to the Church 
with thanksgiving for having been delivered of this plague. 
 
Blessings! 
Father John Mangels, pastor 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

His Eminence 

The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of 
All North America 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA 

March 17, 2020 
Beloved Faithful in Christ,  

Greetings and blessings to you and your families in the Name of our Great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

 As we cautioned in our encyclical of last week, we are in the midst of 
a rapidly changing situation, and it was likely that we would be asked to make 
more sacrifices to contain the spread of the coronavirus. With yesterday’s 
announcement of the new CDC recommendations by President Trump, that 
time has sadly come. With pain of heart, but also hope in our Lord, I ask the 
clergy and faithful of our Archdiocese to abide by these new directives that 
we may do our part in combatting this pandemic:  

1. Beginning today, all parishes are instructed to cancel all non-liturgical, 
in-person activities including schools, business meetings, and social 
functions.  

2. All liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers, and 
chanters. No liturgical service can total more than ten persons.  

3. Churches should remain open during the week as much as possible 
for people to offer individual prayers and light candles.  



4. Priests are instructed to limit services to only the Akathist/Medayeh 
and Sunday Orthros & Divine Liturgy as well as the liturgy for the 
Annunciation on March 25th as outlined by the Department of 
Liturgics.  

5. All parishes are encouraged to take advantage of the technology at 
our disposal to livestream the divine services and offer education to 
the faithful.  

6. The Archdiocese will provide service texts for the faithful to pray at 
home during this time of social distancing. Please see the Liturgics 
section of our website for the new offerings.  

7. All measures to ensure the cleaning and sanitizing of the church must 
continue even though we are limiting our numbers of faithful in 
attendance.  

8. Funerals must be limited to the guidelines set by our civil authorities.  
9. Baptisms should be postponed except for cases of emergency. 

10. Finally, we pray that by implementing these measures in coordination 
with our civil authorities, we can hasten the time when it will be safe 
to return to a full liturgical life in church, and, God willing, save lives 
at the same time. 

 While we hoped that these kinds of measures would be unnecessary, 
I ask that we keep in the mind the example of the monastic rule kept by the 
brotherhood of St. Zosimas described in the Life of St. Mary of Egypt:  

After crossing the Jordan, they all scattered far and wide in different 
directions. And this was the rule of life they had, and which they all 
observed — neither to talk to one another, nor to know how each one lived 
and fasted. If they did happen to catch sight of one another, they went to 
another part of the country, living alone and always singing to God, and at 
a definite time eating a very small quantity of food. In this way they spent 
the whole of the Great Fast and used to return to the monastery a week 
before the Resurrection of Christ, on the eve of Palm Sunday. Each one 
returned having his own conscience as the witness of his labor, and no one 
asked another how he had spent his time in the desert. Such were the rules 
of the monastery.  



 Although our time of social distancing is not quite the same type of 
asceticism, let us treat it as a sacrificial offering of love to God and our 
neighbor. We hope that this will be a time reminiscent of the home churches 
of the early days of Christianity and that there may be a hidden blessing of 
families being together to pray and nurture one another in the Faith. Let us 
continue our work of prayer, repentance, and almsgiving during this time, 
and beseech God to grant us to come together once again,  as those monks 
of the Sinai desert, to commemorate His Life-Giving and Saving Passion and 
Glorious Third-Day Resurrection.  

With great paternal love and fervent prayers for the health of the souls and 
bodies of all of our faithful, I remain,  

Your Father in Christ, 

  

+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America  

 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238 (201) 871-1355 T Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 
871-7954 F 

 

As a follow up to the email with the new policy from His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph 
regarding COVID-19, share this link with your congregations regarding the availability of 
readers services that can be offered in worship to God from home. 
  
https://www.antiochian.org/regulararticle/624 
  
The Great and Little Complines can be said on weeknights and are especially helpful in 
times of great affliction. Naturally, they complement the readers services -- especially 



Typika -- that can be offered this weekend. And we will produce readers services for the 
Annunciation in short order. 

 

 


