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BISHOP ANTHONYôS VISIT 
  

Our St. George Community always 
looks forward to the pastoral visit of 
Bishop ANTHONY.  This year 
however, was filled with many extra 
blessings.  All year we had been 
looking forward to honoring our 
beloved Archimandrite Duane 
Pederson for his 25 years as an 
Orthodox priest and over 50 years of 
ministry to prisoners and the poor.  On 
Friday, December 16, we braved a 
snowstorm to have a dinner with the 
Bishop,  clergy and their wives.  We 
had three special guests, friends of Fr. 
Duane, who joined us: The Rev. Fr. 
Steven Powley and the V. Rev. John 
Kowalczyk and Mat. Kathy.  It was an 
enjoyable evening of sharing stories 
and discussing theology!  We were all 
enriched! 
  
The Antiochian Women of St. George 
hosted a ñTea with the Bishopò prior to 
Vespers.   The women made delicious 
Lenten desserts.   The whole parish 
was invited to a time of Q & A with 
the Bishop.  He answered many 
questions and used the time to explain 
many teachings of our church! 
  
Vespers service was well attended and 
served by the local and guest clergy.  
At the conclusion of the service, Tom 
and Mary Rudquist presented the 
Bishop and our church with a stone 
from the very tomb of Christ.  The 
tomb of Christ had been opened for 
only 24 hours, and God provided them 
the opportunity to visit the tomb.  The 
stones gave off a pleasing scent of 
myrrh.  It was such a blessing for all 
who were present.  In addition, small 
vials of water from Jacobôs well in the 
Holy Land with dissolved stones from 
the Tomb of Christ were passed out to 
the families of those present.  Thank 

you, Tom and 
Mary, for 
these amazing 
gifts! 
  
Following 
Vespers, His 
Grace had 
dinner with 
the Parish 
Council.  
There was an 
excellent 
exchange of 
ideas.  Bishop 
ANTHONY 
also gave us 
insight into 
how he sees 
the diocese 
working 
together in the 
years to come.  
  
Sunday 
morning was 
the coldest 

day of the year!  However, the Liturgy 
on Sunday morning was well attended 
and was a great blessing, with many 
clergy serving.  At the conclusion of 
the liturgy, a memorial service was 
held for two very dear members of St. 
George who fell asleep in the Lord one 
year ago.  They are Archdeacon 
Russell Hodge and Jakob Kakish.  
May their memory be eternal!   
 
Richard Constable was inducted into 
the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch as 
a Knight Commander.  His sponsor is 
Christina Worrall.  
  
The banquet honoring Fr. Duane was 
very memorable!  The meal was 
excellent and the serving went 
smoothly and quickly.  After the 
invocation by Bishop ANTHONY, we 

were treated to beautiful music 
performed by Katrina Khoury and T.J. 
Perry. There were many speakers: 
Altar boys Jerrius Jubran, Luke & 
Mark Mikhail, T.J. Perry, Scott 
Rudquist and Timothy OôBrien; 
Christina Worrall, who knew Fr. 
Duane in California; Zossima 
Daugherty, one of Fr. Duaneôs adopted 
sons who is currently working with 
OCPM; Fr. Richard Andrews, the 
spiritual advisor for the local Prison 
Ministry; Fr. John Kowalczyk, 
secretary of the OCPM Board of 
Trustees; Fr. Steven Powley, 
Executive Director of the OCPM.  A 
letter to Fr. Duane from Archbishop 
Mark (Overseer of the Council of 
Bishops for the OCPM) was read.  The 
highlight of the day was the presenta-
tion of the Silver Order of St. Raphael 
of Brooklyn by Bishop ANTHONY on 
behalf of His Eminence Metropolitan 
JOSEPH.  It was the desire of His 
Eminence to present the award in 
person.   
 
We sincerely thank him for allowing 
Bishop ANTHONY to make the 
presentation in front of so many 
friends, family and colleagues in 
prison ministry. (Contôd on page 2) 
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Bishopôs Visit 
(Contôd from Page 1) Bishop ANTHONY spoke of Fr. Duaneôs ministry.   Fr. Duane thanked everyone for coming and 
expressed his appreciation for all the kind words said about him and his ministry.  The speakers praised Fr. Duane for 
his ability to be the presence of Christ in this world and being able to reach people in all situations in life with Godôs 
love. 
  
This was a weekend of many rich blessings for our parish and will be remembered by all of us for many years to come.  
As Fr. Duane loves to proclaim:  ñGlory be to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever!ò 


